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I am very pleased to give this update of the 2007 Ministry year. Through the faithfulness of God, your prayers and financial support, we were able to accomplish a lot in Jane and Finch during the past year. For the first time ever, five University students were invited from across Canada through the Christian Reform Campus Ministry to do an outreach in Jane and Finch for a week. At the end of the week in February, they helped us to host our first Winter Festival at San Romanoway which attracted almost three hundred youth and their families. The March break was also full of activity as Georgetown Christian Reformed Church came with twenty of their youth and four leaders to help us host a one week March break camp for fifty youth. It was a great learning experience for their youth group as well as a blessing for us as they bore the entire cost of the program. Our youth choir from the WAVE boys and girls club was invited by Heritage Christian Reformed Church Holland Christian Homes, Brampton to participate in their morning service in February. The children put up such a splendid performance that the Church has decided to make it an annual event.

The Hoop to Hope boys basketball program continued throughout the year with the assistance of volunteers mostly from Lisle Memorial Baptist Church. Apart from the weekly programs that took place at Oakdale and Driftwood Community Centres for ages 10 to 14 years and Westview Secondary school for 15 to 19 year olds, the youth also participated in a citywide league and tournaments. We also hosted a one week basketball camp during the summer and sponsored a tournament at Westview Secondary school in December for the older youth. That attracted teams from Beverley Heights Rexdale and the Christian Centre. We were able to reach over eighty young people through this program with the message of Christ based on character development. In December, we took six of the older teens who have just turned eighteen years to Teen Ranch, Caledon for a day retreat. Three guest speakers were invited to speak into their lives. 
Our Seeds of Hope summer day camp was also very successful. We had fifty six students in attendance. These were young people whose parents could not afford to pay over three hundred dollars to send them to any of the summer day camps in the area due to poverty. With a minimal fee of fifty dollars for those who could afford and free for those who had no money, we were able to provide a safe place for the children who benefited from learning about God, the Bible, and character for eight weeks. The older youth from the camp also had the opportunity to spend a week away at Salvation Army camp Wabana at Jackson’s Point. Twelve of the youth from the camp were also given the opportunity to learn about the financial market at GMP Securities in Toronto. Through the leadership of Friendship Community Church, Calvin Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan placed David Saverda for a ten week internship with us during the summer. David helped with the Seeds of Hope Day camp as well as Community and family outreach. We were also very grateful to have the youth group and three leaders from Hope Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in Courtice near Oshawa to participate in our day camp for one week. They helped with our trip to Ontario Place and led various skits and performances at the camp. Their departure brought a lot of tears to the kids at the camp. 
The (W.A.V.E.) Winners with Active Voice of Excellence Boys and Girls club operated throughout the year with a break in the summer. The first term of the program focused on academic excellence. In the light of that, professionals from various fields were invited to speak to the youth not to settle for mediocrity. The emphasis of the latter part of the year was on sexual purity. The youth were taught how to glorify God with their bodies. Public health nurses were invited to teach the older teens about sexual health.

World Vision Canada made their commitment to the Jane Finch community official during the fall with a grant for three years. This three year investment in our community was designated to fully fund the “Role Model Moms” General Education Development (GED) program to be launched in February 2008. The GED program will prepare women for the high school equivalency exam administered by the government. The program will run five mornings a week for four months with childcare provided at no cost to the participants. Upon completion of the course, the exam fees will also be provided for each eligible participant. World Vision has supported our community further by building capacity within the Jane Finch Church Coalition as an organization. A portion of the grant money was designated to hire Jill Koller as Executive Director, allowing her to focus full attention to launching and developing the coalition and the programs it delivers. The coalition now comprises of ten Churches in the Jane and Finch area. (www.janefinchchurchcoalition.com). 
My health continued to improve during the year. I am very grateful for your continuous prayers for me. I have now been cleared for six months before I see the oncologist again. My wife and children are all doing very well physically. Samuel started to walk in September. It is such a joy to see him running around. Andrew and Alice have also adjusted very well in school. Last November was exactly three years since I returned from Ghana with my family. This means that we are now eligible to apply for Canadian citizenship.
 It is sad to report that in spite of everything that we have been doing, we lost five of the youth through violence last year. Jordan, Allan, Jeremy, Kevon and Delane, were killed senselessly during the year. They were all teenagers who did not live to see their twentieth birthday. This tells me about the importance of this mission and the necessity for caring adults to be involved in the lives of these youth. Please continue to support us prayerfully and financially so that we can continue to bring the message of God’s love and hope to these youth their families.
In addition to individual donations, the following Churches and organizations contributed to the outreach during the year:
African Canadian Christian Network, Toronto Ontario
Fallingbrook Heights Baptist Church, Toronto
First Christian Reformed Church, Toronto Ontario
Friendship community Church, Toronto Ontario
G M P Securities PL, Toronto Ontario
Heritage Christian Reformed Church, Brampton Ontario
Hope Community Church, Toronto Ontario
Kingsway Baptist Church, Toronto Ontario 

Lisle Memorial Baptist Church, Toronto Ontario
Noble Trade PL, Concord Ontario
Parkway Bible Church, Toronto Ontario
Peoples Church, Toronto Ontario
University Presbyterian Toronto Ontario
World Vision Canada, Missisauga Ontario
